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News From The Branch

A funny thing happened at The Bard in Prescot

At our committee meeting on 12" February, Branch Chair Gillian was regaled with poetry written by the
man himself. Not a normal interruption to a meeting, but a very humorous one. Two members from
the IMAGINARIUM Theatre temporarily escaped and were serenading people in pubs and eateries from
the 12™ — 16" February in honour of Valentines Day. Congratulations if you were one of the lucky ones.
It's good to know the works of Shakespeare are alive and well in Prescot, along with some good beer.

Branch Pub & Cider Pub of the Year

As you will all be aware, voting has now ended for our Branch POTY and Cider POTY respectively. All
votes received by email or hand delivered have now been counted. If you can’t hear a drum roll then
you’ll just have to imagine some other sound effects...

The winner of St Helens and District s CAMRA Pub of the Year is The Turks Head!

One of the runners up last year, they’ve managed to go one
better this time around and collect the top prize. And if that
wasn't enough, they’ve also received recognition for their real
cider/perry offering, claiming the award for Cider Pub of the
Year as well.

Landlord Daryl Arrowsmith said: “We’re delighted. It's a
fantastic result and we are pleased to get the recognition for all
the hard work we all put in at The Turks Head.”
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The Turks Head was one of six establishments in the borough to be shortlisted - narrowly

beating its sister pub, The Cowley Vaults, along with the News Room, The Talbot Alehouse, The

Skew Bridge Alehouse in Rainhill and last year’s Pub of the Year winner, the Cricketer’s Arms.

Branch Chair Gillian Yates said; “Well done to the Turks Head for winning the award for best pub of the
year. Daryl and Deb do a great job in always serving top quality real ale and cider - a well deserved
accolade. We are so lucky in St Helens to have some of the best real ale pubs in Merseyside. The fact
that so many CAMRA members turned out to vote this year shows a real sense of community,
belonging and pride in local pubs selling good quality real ale. I'm proud of all the pubs who made the
shortlist, each one of them proving why they were in the running for Pub of the Year.”

The Turks Head will now go forward to the Merseyside Pub of the Year competition.

Pubs Officer News

The main news this month is the announcement of our Pub of the Year and Cider Pub of the Year but
these are covered in a separate article.

This month has seen The Woodlands in Haresfinch reopen and it’s now serving 3 cask beers. If you're in
the area call in for a pint and maybe a bite to eat. They are also keen to hear suggestions of what beers
you would like the pub to serve. The Griffin in Eccleston has also reopened after a refurbishment and is
now serving 5 cask beers.

One of CAMRA’s current campaigns is tackling loneliness and social isolation. Pubs play a vital role in
this and this campaign aims to highlight the amazing work that pubs do to foster community spirit and
encourage social interaction. Some of the pubs in our area run things like Dementia cafes and organise
groups that meet in the pub or use it as a base. Mark at The Gerard Arms in Dentons Green has just
started running ‘No one alone’. From 6.30pm to 8.30pm each Monday anyone that wants to talk to
someone will find someone willing to listen, laugh or lend a shoulder at Table 12 in the pub. If you know
of other pubs doing great work let us know or post it on social media using the hashtag #mypubstory.

When you are out and about enjoying a pint in one of the pubs in our area why not have your say and
score your beer. We have some real ale pubs in our area that don’t have many beer scores. Scoring
your beer helps us to get a true picture of our real ale pubs. It’s easy to do and helps in deciding which
pubs get nominated for Pub of the Year and make it into the Good Beer Guide. It also helps us find out
where is serving good real ale or needs our support. You can even check back on all the scores you've
previously submitted to see how things change.

To score your beer just visit WhatPub or download the Good Beer Guide App to your smartphone. If
you notice pub details are incorrect you can also let us know through WhatPub.

If you can’t submit scores online for some reason or know a member who would like to score but has
no access to the website or Apps we can submit the scores for you — just get in touch to find out how. If
you want to know more about beer scoring or anything else related to CAMRA drop us a message or
come along to one of our events.

Got some pubs news to share? Email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk

Cheers

lan
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ .
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Forthcoming Events

Trip to Wigan Beer Festival

Saturday 7" March

Meeting at Royal Alfred outside the train station for midday and heading off to the
festival by train at 1pm. Make sure you bring your CAMRA card with you.

Farewell to Jeff & Debbie

Join Jeff and Debbie for their last hurrah as current owners of the Beer Engin on 5™ and 6™ March.
All are welcome to attend. Just be aware that Saturday 7th is by invite only.

Articles

A Fond Farewell
By David O’Keefe

Jeff and Debbie Voller are leaving the Beer Engin Micropub in Whiston after a successful three and a
half years. To celebrate they will be hosting a private party for their regular customers on Saturday 7"
March.

The Beer Engin is and still remains the only real ale venue in Whiston and its adventurous range of real
ales and keg ales have transformed the beer scene in our area for the better. Jeff Voller the man known
as the “beer master” has used his many contacts in the world of beer to bring to Whiston and St.Helens
another level of taste and adventure to a staid beer scene. Jeff and Debbie are beer pioneers in our
region.

The Beer Engin started out as a pub in a former pet shop and has grown into a community hub for the
dog owners and walkers of Whiston. Your author has even been bitten on the backside by its doggie
clientele.

Many Micropubs can be cliquey places. The Beer Engin by contrast operates by its own rules and
Debbie has had a hard time containing the madness, fun and at time utter chaos. The Beer Engin has its
own naughty corner!

The 5" and 6™ March are the start of the long farewell for Jeff and Debbie before the chaos of their
final night on Saturday 7" March (invite only). So do pop in for a pint to thank them for all they have
done not just for Whiston, but being a catalyst for transforming our beer scene in St.Helens and District.
The Beer Engin will continue under the ownership of Leanne Dillon ably assisted by Barry Chapman.
Long may it and its naughty corner continue.

All the best to Jeff and Debbie in their future endeavours.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting

The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th March at The Woodlands (Haresfinch)
at 8pm.

Committee meetings usually take place on the 2™ Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real
ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting

The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 25" March at Nelson at 8pm.

Branch meetings usually take place on the 4™ Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is
to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news.
These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a
half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:-
e |t's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry)
e CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene,
Stewarding and Health & Safety
e You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
e CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk

®

Pulling

together
tosupport
beer and cider
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area

If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the

Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area
e The Abbey

e Connoisseur Brewery &

Tasting Rooms

CD CP

e The Cowley Vaults
CDCPL

o Cricketers Arms
CD CP

e Eccleston Arms
e The George

CcD

e Gerard Arms
CcD

e Glass House
CPCV

e The Lamb
CD

e Market Tavern
cv

e The News Room
CD

e The Phoenix

e Running Horses
cv

e The Sefton
cD

e Talbot Alehouse
CDCPL

e Turks Head
CDCPL

Carr Mill e The Derby Arms
e The Carr Mill e Eagle and Child
e Haresfinch Sports & Social e Game Bird
Club (By request only) e The Junction
CcP
Clock Face / Sutton e Rainford Labour Club
e Boar’s Head e The Red Cat
e Bulland Dog o TheStar
e Glass Horse
e Micklehead Green Rainhill
e Vulcan e Black Horse

e Wheatsheaf

Haydock

e Lymewood Farm .

e Owls Nest

Prescot

e The Bard

CP

e The Clock Face
e Dean’s House

Coach and Horses
Commercial

cv

Manor Farm

Rainhill Recreation Club
Ship

Skew Bridge

cp

Eccleston / Eccleston Park

e Old Mill °

e Prescot Cables Football Club °

e Prescot Reform Club .

e Royal Oak r
CcP

e Sunlnn

e Watchmaker

CP CV

Rainford & Crank

e Bottle and Glass

Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove

e The Colliers Arms °

Brown Edge
The Elephant
The York

Whiston

Beer EnGin

CD

CAMRA Discount available

cP

Serving real cider and/or perry

Ccv

CAMRA Vouchers accepted here

Loyalty Card scheme in operation
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