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News From The Branch

Greetings and a belated Happy New Year to you all

We have dusted everything off, so | think we are just about ready for another four seasons of cider
and perry, closely followed by a year of beer.

But first it seems | need to apologise for some minor gremlins still left in the system. We'll get rid of
them eventually I'm sure. But it seems a rather eagled eyed (and possibly eagle eared, who knows),
person got in touch with us about an issue that had the potential to cause much confusion regarding
our contact details. And by that I’'m talking about our new email addresses. There was an article in our
last newsletter and a piece on our website (which has since been corrected), that was missing a
decimal point. And as we pride ourselves on being contactable, we felt it needed a mention. So please,
if you see a St Helens CAMRA email address, try and remember that it should read
sthelens.camra.org.uk, compared to the old setup which read sthelenscamra.org.uk. After all we don’t
want messages going missing. And we shall try our utmost not to keep repeating this mistake moving
forward in 2024.

It’s certainly going to be a busy year for our branch as we’ll be welcoming some new members into the
fold, along with a healthy list of pubs. This is all coming from CAMRA HQ, so as soon as we have the
information, we’ll let you know.
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Pubs Officer News

I’d like to start by thanking all those that have taken the time to submit beer scores during 2023. Every
score you submit counts towards the pubs selected for awards and Good Beer Guide places in your
branch and without them your favourite pub might miss out. If you'd like to know more about beer
scoring and how awards and the Good Beer Guide places are allocated check out the article on ‘Beer
Scoring, the Good Beer Guide and Awards’.

Speaking of awards it’s now time for you to select your branch Pub of the Year, Club of the Year, Cider
Pub of the Year and Community Pubs. Here’s what you need to know:

To nominate a pub for a community pub award email poty@sthelens.camra.org.uk with the name of
the pub and a short description of the significant contribution the pub has made to their community
together with your name and membership number. This could be a series of one off events, hosting
and supporting a community organisation or anything else you feel makes this pub a key part of its
community.

For pub of the Year, Club of the Year, and Cider Pub of the Year we need you to visit the pubs and
clubs that have been shortlisted. | know life is hard! We often get asked do | need to visit all of the
shortlisted pubs/clubs for the award | am scoring for — the answer is always YES. If you don’t visit each
pub how can you compare one against the other for a fair result that isn’t just a popularity contest?
For Pub of the Year you can grab a scoring sheet from the shortlisted pubs or download one from our
website. For Club of the Year and Cider Pub of the Year you need to download and print one from our
website. If you are unable to print a copy email pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org.uk and we’ll be happy
to help as we wouldn’t want this to be the reason you couldn’t score.

Download forms and more information: https://sthelens.camra.org.uk/branch-awards

Just making the shortlist is a massive achievement and | would like to congratulate each of the pubs
and clubs shortlisted for an award this year.

Those shortlisted for Pub of the Year are: Beer EnGin (Whiston); Cricketers Arms (St Helens);
Commercial (Rainhill); Lamb Inn; Newsroom (St Helens); Royal Alfred (St Helens); Skew Bridge
Alehouse (Rainhill); Turks Head (St Helens).

Those shortlisted for Cider Pub of the Year are: Beer EnGin (Whiston); Cricketers Arms (St Helens);
Skew Bridge Alehouse (Rainhill); Turks Head (St Helens).

Those shortlisted for Club of the Year are: Haydock Reading Room; Prescot Reform Club; Rainford
Labour Club; Rainhill Recreation Club; West Park Rugby Football Club.

If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could promote or there’s a pub out there
that needs our help let us know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org.uk

Cheers
lan
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer
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Beer Scoring, the Good Beer Guide and Awards

You’ll already know about the branch annual awards, including Pub of the Year, and the Good Beer
Guide, CAMRA'’s flagship publication, which lists the best real ale pubs in the UK. What you may not
know is how those pubs are selected to appear in the Guide and shortlisted for the Pub of the Year.
The answer is that it is largely via beer scores submitted by CAMRA members from all over the
country. If you’ve ever wondered why your favourite pub isn’t in the Guide or shortlisted, this may
well be because you, and others, haven’t entered scores rating the quality of beer there. By beer
scoring, you can contribute to the process of selecting pubs that go in the Good Beer Guide and have a
chance to win Pub of the Year. If we don’t receive enough scores from enough members then a pub
cannot be considered.

So how do | score the quality of the beer?

You don’t have to be an ‘expert’ to begin scoring your beer. However, it is not about your favourite
beer receiving the highest score. You may try a beer that isn’t to your normal taste but what you need
to consider is the quality of that beer, how well the pub has kept it and served it and score it according
to the general guide below. It is a simple system with a ten point range from 0 to 5, with half points
being used, if your opinion of the beer falls between two categories.

0 No cask ale available.

Poor. Beer is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable
1 resentment.

Average. Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth
2 moving to another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing.

Good. Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You
3 want to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again.

4 Very Good. Excellent beer in excellent condition. You stay put!

Perfect. Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award
5 this score very rarely.

How do | submit my scores?

In order to submit your scores, you need to login to CAMRA’s online pub

guide www.whatpub.com either on a computer or a smartphone. Here you will find a list of nearly
35,800 real ale pubs from all over the UK, which includes all pubs that serve real ale not just those in
the Good Beer Guide. In order to start submitting scores you need to:

Login
To do this you need your membership number and your CAMRA password.

Search

You can then search for your pub by name or simply search for nearby pubs if you have location
activated on your phone. If searching by name alone be careful, as there are many pubs in the country
which share the same name. My advice is to search by the pub name and the town or if sat in the pub
use the nearby pubs option.
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Score
Once you have found your pub a ‘Submit Beer Scores’ box will appear on the right-hand side of the
screen (or on the bar underneath the pub photo if you are using a smart phone).

Submit

Simply fill in the date and your score then as you begin typing, the brewery name should automatically
appear underneath where you are typing. You do not have to enter the name of the beer you are
drinking but if you wish to do so once you have entered the brewery name you should be able to click
on the arrow in the Beer box and a drop-down list of that brewery’s beers should appear. In some
cases, the beer you are drinking may be new or a one-off by the brewery so may not appear on the
list. If this is the case, you can simply type in the beer name. Select the correct one click ‘submit score’
and your score will be entered into the database.

It is as simple and quick as that. A bonus is that the site keeps a record of your scores so you can look
back to see what beers you have had and how you rated them if you wish (this facility is only available
on the desktop version).

Anything else?

The only other main criteria we have within the branch for Good Beer Guide selection and Pub of the
Year shortlist is that a pub must have been open and trading under the same pub manager or owner
for the 6 months prior to the selection meeting. This will normally mean a manager/owner must have
been in place by the end of June and the pub continuously trading from then for the year prior to the
selection meeting in January. For example; if the selection meeting is taking place in January 2024,
scores submitted by members from 1* January 2023 to 31° December 2023 will be used and a
manager/owner must have been in place by 30" June and the pub continuously trading from then.
For the Good Beer Guide, pubs are selected at the meeting in January. For the Pub of the Year a
shortlist is decided at the selection meeting and members are then invited to score each shortlisted
pub against a set of criteria decided nationally. All correctly completed and submitted scoring forms
are then taken to a committee meeting and counted to decide the branch Pub of the Year.

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, which is available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events

Our 2024 AGM is fast approaching. We have a date but no venue at this time. The date for your diaries
will be 13™ April. More details will follow in next month’s newsletter.

Articles

It’s All About The Tap

Information and images provided by Ken Morley

Gently modified by the newsletter team

Hil

As someone who has previously been to the Tamworth
Tap, | thought I'd share a little bit of information with
you all.

Having been twice now, it’s an absolute gem in the
heart of Tamworth, with friendly management and
great knowledgeable staff. George (the boss), followed
by Sophie, Katie and Chris are exceptional, and it's
great to see them with so much enthusiasm and
fantastic beer knowledge. They are always happy to
offer suggestions as to what they think you might like.
Which isn’t always easy when they can change several
times throughout the day.

Very deceptively, the Tap is over 3 Floors, which are all very welcoming. Plus it has great outdoor
space, with room for entertainment when the weather is great and room indoors when the weather is
not.
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Would | recommend that you go down there and have a night out, most definitely | would. And upon
arrival, if you're feeling adventurous, make yourself known, as you could be on the receiving end of a
very warm welcome.

And who knows, by the time you read this | may have visited the place again.

I’'ve stayed at a place nearby (5 minute walk away), called the Globe Inn
(https://www.theglobetamworth.com/). There’s also another good pub very close by on the opposite
side worth visiting and that’s the Market Vaults (https://whatpub.com/pubs/TAM/1753/market-
vaults-tamworth).

Trains are fairly decent and at the time of my last visit was around £38 return.

A Coach Ride To Manchester

When Daryl at the Turks Head approached us and asked if we wanted to do a joint coach trip
to Manchester again to check out some of the real ale pubs there, we jumped at the chance.
It’s always great to work in partnership with our pubs — that’s what CAMRA is all about —
working together.
So, on 17" November, we met at the Turks Head for bacon butty breakfast, which was
absolutely delicious (and massive!) So, a big thanks to Daryl for opening early and to everyone
in the kitchen for the superb start to the day. Once everyone was suitably stuffed on bacon
and doorstop bread, it was time to board the coach for the short journey up the M62 to
Manchester. The city is well known for its proper pub scene, and we were spoilt for choice on
where to go, but given we’d done the Northern Quarter the year before, we decided on the
Civic Quarter. With loads of great pubs to choose from it was hard to whittle it down to a
doable number but we did. Armed with a map of the pub crawl route, we were dropped off at
the Gas Lamp first off — one of the quirkiest pubs in the city. Often described as a quirky
Victorian drinking den, this popular pub is certainly unique. As well as the main bar area there
is a large room to the back of the pub that contains many interesting features. We were able
to choose beers from the pubs own Pomona Island brewery as well as other small
independent breweries. There were 4 cask beers and 10 craft/keg as well as an excellent
selection of spirits.
Next was a hop, skip and a jump to the Ape and Apple. A modern open plan Joseph Holt’s pub
which offered a range of Holts beers and some guest ales which are well priced compared to
other pubs in the city and was the cheapest pint we had all day.
North Westward Ho was next on the route. It’s one of the newest pubs in Manchester and

) = offered 5 cask ale lines and 22 keg lines
from Pomona Island Brewery and guest
breweries. This place was a bit pricier, but
the atmosphere is very chilled and has a
really good vibe. It was also serving German
lagers, Belgian beers, English cider, mixed
fermentation ales, Italian spritzes, bitter
cocktails, vermouth and amaro — to name
but a few!
Just up the road from here was Café
Beermoth.

St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter 6


https://www.theglobetamworth.com/
https://whatpub.com/pubs/TAM/1753/market-vaults-tamworth
https://whatpub.com/pubs/TAM/1753/market-vaults-tamworth

This was the most expensive pub on the list (yes it really was £14 for two pints — check the
ABV next time!), but well worth a visit as the ales are in great condition. It’s definitely a one-
of-a-kind, award-winning beer café showcasing beers from all around the world with 7 cask
and 10 craft/keg lines.

Next up it was on to the most traditional pubs on the list — The Vine Inn and the City Arms.
The Vine Inn was traditional pub with an impressive, tiled frontage and stained-glass
windows. Inside though it is deceptively large, being split over three levels. The stairs go to
the lower level, which takes you to Malt & Cask - the pub's specialist ale & whiskey bar which
was converted as the cellar
bar was underused. In the
main bar there were 7 cask
ales from breweries like
Titanic and Timothy Taylors.
Right next door is the City
Arms. This was a traditional,
compact two room city
centre pub which is over 190
years old. Being right before
Christmas it was standing
room only, but the beer . s

selection was worth the visit. — 41

They had 8 cask ales, one of which is always a vegan option, and one was a mild. Brew York
Brewery’s ‘Fairytale of Brew York’ was the winner here. Just what the doctor ordered on a
cold winter’s afternoon. They also had real ciders and perry are available. The pub has been a
regular entry in the Good Beer Guide for many years and is very much a city centre ‘local’.
Last up was the one many had been waiting for, Vocation & Co @ Society. This was a modern
food hall with vendors selling street food in a hip and happening ‘canteen style’ set up.
Though the food was much appreciated after all that beer and walking, the highlight of this
place was definitely the 35 beers across their cask and keg lines. It was great finishing off here
as it was easy access for the coach to pick us up.... though with the Manchester traffic pre-
Christmas, we were waiting almost an hour for the coach to arrive. It didn’t spoil the day
though by any means. Everyone had a ball. It was getting on for 8pm before we finally got
rounded up on the coach to head back to our own Pub of the Year, the Turks Head, where
many of us stayed to carry on the festivities.

All'in all, it really was a great day and really lovely to see so many people enjoying the trip.
Here’s to many more to come!!
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When Darkness Came Calling

When people think of the word Grasshopper or simply Grasshoppers in
general, not too many people would come back and tell you it's an
award winning pub. Now I'm saying pub and leaving it at that. I'm not
here to incite any kind of riot. Those who have already been to this little
gem will know what I'm talking about. And that's exactly what this place
is, it's a little gem of a pub based in the Hillside area of Southport. Not
too far from the train station.
https://whatpub.com/pubs/SOU/325/grasshopper-hillside

Now the reason | was visiting this pub was because a very good friend of
mine had spotted one of their regular events, a winter ales festival laden
with dark beers. Which it usually is. Now I've got nothing against light
beers and variations of their kind. There are some crackin' drinks out there. But if you are going to ask
me to choose then it would be dark beers all the time. And not just in the colder months. There's
nothing quite like enjoying a dark beer on a warm summer's day. Anyway, I'm going off track here, so
let's get back to the Grasshopper.

The festival was over the weekend of 25th and 26th
of November with the opening on 24th.

Myself and my friend Scott chose the Saturday to
attend, so headed off there early in the evening.

As you would expect for a Saturday evening, the pub
was rather busy upon arrival. Standing room only. So
we made our way to the bar for our first drink,
which turned out to be a rather unusual banana
flavoured stout from Front Row brewery called Not
Straight. Definitely an aquired taste this one, but we
were there to try things and try we did.

Eventually landlord Andrew managed to find us some seats at the end of an already occupied table.
But with the pub having such a friendly atmosphere, no one really minds sharing tables or
conversations for that matter. And it didn't take us long to start chatting with the couple already at
the table we had just accidentally invaded. So as the evening progressed the hustle and bustle of the
pub began to calm down, leaving Scott and myself with the table to ourselves and plenty of room for
queuing our beers that we had yet to try. There was also a handy programme available, detailing the
so
™

beers and which day they would be on. And as always,

me helpful tasting notes.
SN- 3 A

e o a

So happy in the knowledge that we had sampled all the beers we could, the two last men standing
(the pub was already empty by this point), headed for the exit to make the journey home.
A truly enjoyable evening.
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A Christmassy Wander

By Dave Turner

Once again the St Helens CAMRA Christmas trip reared its head in December. This time we decided
that Preston was the place to visit. Not a place we are familiar with as a branch, but nothing ventured
nothing gained as they say. We all gathered in the Royal Alfred, and after an early pint made our way
to the station to catch the 11:57am train to Preston. Not a
long journey, about 30 minutes and we were arriving at our
destination to meet up with a chap called Mark, a Preston
CAMRA member who was to be our guide for the day. After a
march up Friargate we arrived at our first port of call The
Guildhall Ale House
(https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/16979/guild-ale-house-
preston). Mallinsons Archer drew my attention and was not
disappointed. Beach House by Rivington Brewing swiftly
followed, and again not disappointed. The bar itself is small
but a room at the back was just big enough to accommodate
the party. At this point two more members joined us, another
St Helens member and a Chorley member. We then decided to
move on, and the next location was just round the corner. The
Black Horse (https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/5289/black-horse-preston), a Robinsons pub with a
good selection of guest ales, which happens to be the local POTY. Great beer but very expensive at
£5.70 a pint. Needless to say we didn't stay for another.

The Plau (https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/17102/plau-preston), was next and a cracking little bar it
was, with a great pint of Wild Swan by Thornbridge. By now the group was in good cheer and eager to
move on to another exciting venue. A short walk and we wandered into The Chain House Brewing
Company (https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/17202/chain-house-brewing-co-taproom-preston), a
brewery with a tap room which served up a fantastic pint of Peanut Butter stout from North Riding.
This place was very popular and soon filled up to the point of bursting. So after finishing up it was time
to move on. At this point the weather had changed dramatically, raining in all directions, but we kept
our heads down as we made our way to the next venue. The Plug and Taps
(https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/17094/plug-taps-preston), served a lovely pint of Fuzzy by
Cloudwater brewery, a hazy beer but served well and in great condition. Winckley Street Ale House
(https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/17103/winckley-street-ale-house-preston), beckoned and after a
short walk we arrived, a bit wet and bedraggled but still in high spirits. A great little bar, but at this
stage, a much needed sit down was required first, soon to be complimented by a great pint of Jaipur,
again by Thornbridge Brewery.
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As the day was coming to an end The Old Vic (https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAW/5305/0old-vic-preston),
was our last port of call before we headed back to the station. A pub which is conveniently located
near the station, so we had time to think about our days highlights before the planned evacuation
back home. The trains, sadly were showing us no sympathy at this point, as one by one a message
over the announcements system declared our planned train was cancelled. At this point we
discovered a train which might suit us, so we made a dash for the appropriate platform. We
successfully made it back to Wigan, and by sheer luck a St Helens bus was sat there waiting. We got
back into town and headed straight for the Royal Alfred, the starting point of our adventure.

Another outstanding pint of Timothy Taylor’s Landlord concluded the end of another St Helens
CAMRA trip. Many thanks to Mark for his contribution on a very successful Christmas trip.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelens.camra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 13" March at West Park Rugby Club at 8pm.

Committee meetings usually take place on the 2™ Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real
ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting

The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 28" February at Royal Alfred at 8pm.
(Possibility of an earlier start time for this meeting. We’ll keep you informed)
The following Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 27 March at 8pm. Venue to be confirmed.

Branch meetings usually take place on the 4™ Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is
to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news.
These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a
half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:-
e It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry)
e CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene,
Stewarding and Health & Safety
e You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
e CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area

If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the

Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area
e The Abbey
e Connoisseur Brewery &
Tasting Rooms
(Temporarily Suspended)
e The Cowley Vaults
cCDL
o Cricketers Arms
CD CP
e Eccleston Arms
e The George

CcD

e Gerard Arms
CcD

e Glass House
CPCV

e The Lamb

e Market Tavern
cv

e The News Room
CcD

e The Sefton
CDCVv

e Turks Head
CDCPL

Carr Mill e Game Bird
e The Carr Mill e The Junction
e Haresfinch Sports & Social cp
Club (By request only) e Rainford Labour Club
e The Red Cat
Clock Face / Sutton i
e Boar’s Head
e Glass Horse Rainhill
e Coach and Horses
Haydock e Commercial
e Lymewood Farm cVv
* Haydock Reading Room e Rainhill Recreation Club
e Ship
gEEsCot e Skew Bridge
e Bard’s Hamlet by Cask cp

e The Clock Face

e Prescot Reform Club
e Royal Oak

e Stage Door

e Sunlnn

e Watchmaker

Eccleston / Eccleston Park

Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms

CP CV e The Wellington
Rainford & Crank Whiston
e Bottle and Glass e Beer EnGin
e The Colliers Arms cP

e The Derby Arms
e Eagle and Child

CD

CAMRA Discount available

cP

Serving real cider and/or perry

cv

CAMRA Vouchers accepted here

Loyalty Card scheme in operation

St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter

12


https://whatpub.com/

