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 Visit our website https://www.sthelens.camra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelens.camra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelens.camra.org.uk 

 

/CAMRAStHelens 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

News From The Branch   

Greetings and also apologies for the delay of what ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ WǳƴŜΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 
It is rumoured to be said that a busy branch is a happy branch. Now whoever said that was either 
clearly mad or on to something. Either way, we have been rather busy of late which has contributed 
to the delay. If you follow us on social media and check your emails, it is no secret as to what we 
have been up to. But everything seems to be arriving at once, so please bear with us during this busy 
time. 
!ƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ IvΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƛǎsues, you will start to notice 
changes as we plan to improve the whole newsletter experience. Exciting times lie ahead. 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ 
keep having, why not write an articƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ 
can be from anywhere in the UK. Your favourite trip, pub or ale trail. The only requirement is that it 
must involve real ale and/or cider and perry somehow. 
Go on, write one. You know you want to. 
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We now have a new real ale map covering Newton-le-Willows, 
Earlestown and Haydock and it can be downloaded here: 
www.sthelens.camra.org.uk/real-ale-maps 
 

We launched the map in the only way you can which was following 
the trail. We met at the Nine Arches in Earlestown before heading 
into Newton-le-Willows where we had some great beers in the Oak 
Tree, Pied Bull, Stocks Tavern, Kirkfield and Firkin.   
 

http://www.sthelens.camra.org.uk/real-ale-maps


St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  2 
 

Pubs Officer News 

 

! ÐÌÅÁ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐȣ 

First off I need your help, with an expanding branch and a greater number of 
pubs and clubs to cover it is getting increasingly difficult to keep up-to-date 
with everything going on and to therefore give the pubs the support they 
need. WitƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /!aw! ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ ŀ 
hand if you can. As well as our Pubs Officer and other committee members 
we would like each pub to have a nominated branch Pub Contact. There 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘual but we would ask you to be our eyes, ears and 
sometime mouth within the pub(s) you are contact for. If you would like to be a pub contact here is 
what it involves: 
 

¶ Visiting the pub(s) or club(s) every now and then that you are contact for 

¶ Checking in with the manager/landlord that they have enough CAMRA literature, posters etc 

¶ Passing on key information from the branch and checking if there is anything we can do to 
support the pub/club 

¶ Gathering information for WhatPub 

¶ Encouraging provision of beers from local breweries ς LocAle. 

¶ Encouraging the sale of real cider and perry. 

¶ Liaising with the branch Pubs Officer around support for the pub/club, news etc. 
 
As a pub contact for the branch you would be fully supported by the Pubs Officer and rest of the 
branch committee. You would not be expected to meet in any formal way with pubs rather acting as 
an additional contact point and a way to help the branch use volunteer resources to the best effect.  
If you think this is something that you could help your branch with or would like more information 
please drop us an email at pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org,uk  

Round-up 

Unfortunately, the Bard in Prescot has now closed its doors for the final time. Having changed 
ownership a couple of times in the last few years the pub has been unable to succeed and we now 
believe the owner of the building will be unwilling to lease as a licensed premises in the future.  

 
On a happier note, the Cricketers Arms has seen its new beer garden area go 
from strength to strength as it now offers food from an outside kitchen as 
well as ice-creams. Check social media for the latest opening times and 
offerings. This summer also sees the start of a new Crickfest ς Drink to Feed  
from 15-18 August. The beer available has been kindly donated, and the staff 
are also donating their time so that 100% of the profit from Crickfest can go 
to St Helens Hope Food Bank. Please note there will be no CAMRA discount 
available during the charity Crickfest. 
 
 

The Junction at Rainford has had new real ale lines installed with an increase in the number of hand 
pulls available. They will also soon be offering a CAMRA discount so watch this space for more news 
soon. 
 
The Dam at Car Mill Dam now offers a Salopian cask beer on hand pull as well as the full range of 
Salopian real ale in bottles. With a beer garden right by the water and a good food offering, what a 
great way to spend a couple of hours. 

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org,uk
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For those who visit pubs in Prescot, the Clock Face, Sun Inn and Deanes House now have Cask Club 
all day every Monday where all cask beer is £3 a pint. On a recent trip I can confirm that all 3 pubs 
are serving great quality cask beer with each pub offering something different. 
 
A little bit out of our area, but Wily Fox brewery have now opened a brewery tap. Details are 
available online and we would like to wish them success in this new venture as they continue to 
offer excellent locally brewed beer.  
 
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we couƭŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ǉǳō ƻǳǘ 
there that needs our help let us know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org.uk  
 

 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ /!aw! ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘΣ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎΣ 
which is available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/  

 

Forthcoming Events  

Hawkshead Trip  
²ŜΩǾŜ ǘŜŀƳŜŘ ǳǇ with the Turks Head to offer this fantastic trip. 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ōŀŎƻƴ ōǳǘǘȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪǎ IŜŀŘ ŀǘ млŀƳ ǘƻ 
head to the beautiful town of Bowness for a mooch before going 
over to Hawkshead brewery beer festival. With over 70+ guest 
keg and cask beers, gin bar, prosecco bar, live music and 
ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ Tickets are 
£25 each and are available from the Turks Head bar. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
many places left so you might want to hurry. 
 
 

 

 

Treasure Hunt  
Sunday 25th August sees us hosting our 3rd Annual Pub Treasure 
Hunt. Bring your family, friends or come on your own. Everyone 
is welcome and all pubs on the hunt allow children. We'll be 
meeting at The Cricketers Arms at 12 noon where you'll have to 
solve a puzzle to get the names of the pubs on the hunt and your 
treasure hunt pack. You then need to go round the pubs solving 
puzzles and questions as you go, while enjoying some of the best 
real ale in St Helens. It's then back to the Cricks for a 
complimentary bite to eat and announce the winning team. 
Ideally teams are 1 - 6 people in size and it's £1 per person. It's a 
great day so get yourself down and join us. 

  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelens.camra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Articles  

A Grand Day Out 

By Dave Turner  

 
It's that time of year again when as a branch we are obliged to score our neighbours branch winning 
pubs. The neighbours in question are Liverpool, Southport  and Wirral. The pubs in question are:  
 

¶ The Roscoe Head (https://whatpub.com/pubs/MER/4/roscoe-head-liverpool) 

¶ The Grasshopper (https://whatpub.com/pubs/SOU/325/grasshopper-hillside) 

¶ The Magazine (https://whatpub.com/pubs/WIR/122/magazine-hotel-new-brighton)  
 
Having had a hearty breakfast in Wetherspoons (well, some of us did), we set off for New Brighton 
and our first port of call was The Magazine. After a stroll along the front we arrived and headed for 

the bar. A good choice of beer was on offer and  Bass was 
my choice and I wasn't disappointed. Other members of 
the party made their choice and everyone seemed happy. 
The Magazine is a lovely old pub and looks out over the 
Mersey with some great views from inside the pub and a 
lovely beer garden. Time to move on, and after a sneaky 
pint in The Pilot Boat which is next door, we made our way 
back to the station.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our next port of call was The Grasshopper in Hillside, near 
Southport. A nice bar with good outdoor seating at the 
front and rear.  Again a good choice of beer, and my choice 
was Scapegoat brewed by Pennine. A great pint with the 
added bonus of being sat in the sun. It's well worth the 
train ride up there and is only a 5 minute walk from the 
station. Once again time was against us and we had to 
move on. After a pleasant stroll back to Hillside station we 
found ourselves closing in on our final destination. Upon 
reaching the station though, we bumped into an old friend 
and ex branch member with the intention of heading into the pub we had just left. As we couldn't 
stand around all day chatting, one of the group decided to go back for a bit of a catch up and join the 
rest of us later. 
 
 
 

https://whatpub.com/pubs/MER/4/roscoe-head-liverpool
https://whatpub.com/pubs/SOU/325/grasshopper-hillside
https://whatpub.com/pubs/WIR/122/magazine-hotel-new-brighton
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The Roscoe Head, our considered final stop is an iconic pub in 
Liverpool and after a slog up Bold Street we arrived. Once again a 
fantastic choice of beers and I couldn't resist one of my favourite 
beers, Oakham Citra. This is a tiny pub with three rooms available, 
all small but with great character. Outside is a small seating area 
when the sun permits. After a small discussion with a few locals 
about who had the best rugby team St Helens or Widnes, a couple 
of us decided to try a few more pubs in that quarter. So a quick 
walk to Ye Cracke was undertaken and we found a small corner to 
watch the world go by. Not a great choice of beer but well kept and 
after a brief discussion we decided to move on. I can't be in that 

part of Liverpool and not call into one of my favourite venues The Dispensary. Plum Porter was 
available and an obvious choice for me. Time had caught up with us once again, and train times were 
discussed. We made our way back to Lime Street with each of us discussing the dayΩs venues and 
beers. Overall a tiring but great day out, with great beer and lovely company. ItΩs a hard job but 
someone has to do it. Roll on next year and we'll do it all over again. 
 

 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelens.camra.org.uk 
  
 

  

mailto:newsletter@sthelens.camra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting  

The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th August at Carr Mill at 8pm. 
The following Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th September at Railway (Garswood) at 8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. All 
are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting  

The next Branch meeting will be held on Thursday 25th July at The Sefton at 8pm. 
The following Branch meeting will be held on Thursday 29th August at The George at 8pm. 
 

(Please note the change of day. We are currently trialling a Thursday for our branch meetings, making 
them a bit more of a social gathering rather than an official meeting. We will hopefully be moving on to a 

couple more pubs in the immediate area after a presentation and a pint.) 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These 
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our 
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

¶ It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry) 

¶ CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Stewarding and Health & Safety 

¶ You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

¶ CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens & Districts  Area 

If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com 
  

Abbey Hotel 
Beer EnGin 
Black Horse 

Bottle & Glass 
Brasserie Chalon 
Carr Mill Hotel 

Chapel End Labour Club 
Clock Face - Prescot 

Coach & Horses 
Colliers Arms 

Commercial Hotel 

Cowley Vaults 
Cricketers Arms 

Dam 
Deane's House 

Derby Arms - Knowsley 
Derby Arms - Rainford 

Eagle & Child 
Eccleston Arms 

Firkin 
Game Bird 

George 

Gerard Arms 
Glass Horse 

Glass House 
Golden Lion 

Grapes 

Griffin Inn 
Hare & Hounds 

Haydock Reading Room 
Junction 

Kirkfield Hotel 

Lamb Inn 
Little George 

Lymewood Farm 

Manor Farm 
Market Tavern 
Masons Arms 

Millhouse 

Nelson 
New Talbot Alehouse 

News Room 
Newton-le-Willows Sports Club 

Nine Arches 
Oak Tree Inn 

Pied Bull Hotel 

Railway Hotel 
Rainford Labour Club 

Rainhill Recreation Club 
Red Cat 
Red Lion 

Reform Club 
Royal Alfred 

Sefton 
Seven Stars Inn 

Ship Inn 

Simms Road Inn 
Skew Bridge Alehouse 
St Mary's Catholic Club 

Stage Door 
Stanley Arms 

Star Inn 
Stocks Tavern 

Sun Inn 
Turks Head 

Village Hotel 
Watch Maker 

Wellington 
West Park RFC 

Woodlands 
 

 

 

https://whatpub.com/

